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Here’s how you can
start voting june 8
Balloting in the primary election

will begin in about 10 days. The
election was postponed from early
May to June 23, but this will be no
ordinary election
due to COVID-19
precautions. Most
voting will be done
by traditional ab-
sentee methods on
paper ballots.
Every registered
voter should re-
ceive information in
the mail about how
to get a ballot. If you don’t, simply
call the Crittenden County Clerk’s
office at 270-965-3403 or email
your request to
carolyn.byford@ky.gov. The State
Board of Elections also provides
options on its website for request-
ing a paper ballot. Otherwise, there
will be in-person machine voting
weekdays at the Crittenden County
Courthouse starting Monday, June
8. Normal precinct voting will be
unavailable on June 23. Instead,
there will be just one polling place
in the county. It will be open from
6 a.m., until 6 p.m., June 23 at the
courthouse.

tax deadline extended
Crittenden County will give tax-

payers a little longer to get their
2020 first quarter payroll taxes
paid. Because of issues associated
with the pandemic, county govern-
ment officials say they will waive
penalties and interest for local
businesses that haven’t remitted
their first quarter payroll withhold-
ings until the end of June. As a re-
minder, however, the second
quarter returns will be due as nor-
mal at the end of July.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Marion City Council will meet in

special session at 5:15 p.m.,
Thursday, May 28 at city hall.
•Crittenden County Ag Develop-

ment Board will meet by telecon-
ference at 7 p.m., Monday, June 1.
Call extension office at 270-965-
5236 for log-in details.
•Crittenden County Board of Ed

will have a work session at 5 p.m.,
Tuesday, June 9 at Rocket Area.
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The-Press.com
Join our online viewers

at The Press online.
Do you need to get the
word out about your busi-
ness or event? The Press
has multiple platforms
from print to electronic
media to help you reach
thousands each day.

STAFF REPORT
Dianne Lundy has used a

photography hobby and per-
sonal interest in genealogy to
connect generations. 
“I had a man contact me the

other day and it made all my
efforts worthwhile,” said
Lundy, a mother and grand-
mother who has been adding
gravesite photographs to
FindAGrave.com, a public
database of genealogy and
burial information.
In seven years, Lundy has

posted more than 11,000 pho-
tos to the website.
Recently Lundy received a

message from someone who
saw the photograph she had
posted of his late father’s
grave on FindAGrave.com.
The gentleman wrote:

“Thank you so much. No
words can express properly
what I am about to say. First
and foremost thank you for
this picture. I haven’t cried

like this since the my father
died. For 39 years I’ve been
torn apart, sometimes sud-
denly and out of nowhere, be-
cause when my father died I
wasn’t allowed to travel to his
burial. I’ve gone 30 years
without ever seeing his grave,
not knowing if he had a tomb-
stone, not knowing where he
was buried or anything about
where he was taken. 
“Tonight, that was brought

to a end when I searched his
name for the hundredth time
and found this photo. It led
me to the site that states
where he was located. My
number one goal before I died
was to find my father and you
helped make that happen.
Thank you so much from the
bottom of my heart. God bless
you!”
Lundy used FindAGrave to

try and track down her ances-
tors in Virginia. Unable to
travel there and wishing she

had pictures, she decided to
do her part to help others in
similar positions. 
She has taken photographs

of monuments from Marion to
Knoxville. On many occa-
sions, she has pulled over
whenever she had time to
snap a few photos. In some
cases, she can thank high
school sports and her son’s
involvement in them for the
spare time she had to or from
games.
“When we went to away

baseball games I always tried
to stop at a cemetery,” she
said. “I haven't taken a lot of
pictures in the last few years
since my husband became
disabled, but since his death I
have been thinking I will pick
it up again. I don't have a
process. I don't try to do an
entire cemetery, I just
try to find the oldest 

See GRAVES/page 16

Find a Grave
Local photog documents more than 11K  stones

Graduation,
COVID-Style

Crittenden County High
School seniors will cer-
tainly have a unique story
to tell their children and
grandchildren about the
Class of 2020’s gradua-
tion ceremony. Living it,
however, was not likely
as satisifying as the real
thing. Nonetheless, the
school district and com-
munity gave a hearty
sendoff to its graduates
on Friday with a senior
parade that snaked
across town then ended
with diplomas being pre-
sented at a distance,
COVID-style, in front of
the high school as seen
here when Kyron Hicks
picked up her packet.
See our complete Class
of 2020 coverage on
pages 7-14.

No matter what generation you’re from
or which platform you prefer, The Press is
bringing you news and sports in a timely

fashion. Join us online today!

4 Options
emerge as
county’s
new home
STAFF REPORT
A committee has been

formed to explore where
Crittenden County gov-
ernmental offices will be
located when a new
courthouse is built.
Kentucky’s Justice

Department has bud-
geted almost $12 mil-
lion to build a new
judicial center where
the current courthouse
sets in the center of
downtown Marion. For
certain, judicial offices
and courtrooms will be
in the new facility such
as circuit, family and
district court. However,
local government offices
such as those for the
sheriff, clerk, property
valuation administrator
and county judge may
be located elsewhere.
What happens to

county offices will
largely boil down to
money and perhaps
availability of viable op-
tions, local leaders say.
Among the options

are to remain downtown
in the new courthouse
or move to another de
facto government build-
ing such as the National
Guard Armory or Mar-
ion Ed-Tech Center.
There is also a piece of
private property down-
town that can be pur-
chased, but the location
is not being revealed at
this time.
Chosen to serve on

the site committee for
selecting where local
government will be lo-
cated for perhaps the
next century are Magis-
trates Dan Wood and
Greg Rushing, County
Clerk Carolyn Byford,
County Attorney Re-
becca Johnson and 

See LOCATE/page 16

Dianne Lundy says her mission to catalog gravestones will continue.



Gilland
Wilma Jean Gilland,

93, of Salem died Friday,
May 21, 2020, at the Ray
and Kay Eckstein Hos-
pice Center in Paducah.    
She was a

member of
New Union
General Bap-
tist Church
and liked to
cook and
spend time with her fam-
ily.
Surviving are a daugh-

ter, Donna Gipson and
husband Dennis of Pros-
per, Texas; two sons,
Rick Gilland of Sturgis
and Doug Gilland of
Somerset, Wisc.; five
grandchildren, Jason,
Bobby, Kimi, Christie,
Russell; eight great-
grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchil-
dren.                                                
She was preceded in

death by her husband of
72½ years, J. D. Gilland;
her parents, George and
Nancy Jane Millikan
Hosick; four sisters,
Dorothy Hosick, Leva
Collins, Ailene Croft and
Etta Agent; two brothers,
Recil Hosick and Allen
Hosick; and a grand-
daughter, Kayla Gilland.      
Services were Monday,

May 25 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services
with Rev. David Davis of-
ficiating. Burial was at
New Union Cemetery.

Brasher
Michael Dale Brasher,

32, of Marion died May
21, 2020.
Survivors include his

mother, Melinda Brasher
of Marion; grandmother,
Bobbie Brasher of Salem;
uncles, Wayne Howerton
of Marion and Wade
Brasher of Owensboro;
aunt Debbie Johnson of
Salem; great-aunt Linda
Morris of Marion; and
several cousins.
He was preceded in

death by his father, Gary
Brasher.
Services were Sunday

May 24 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Mt. Zion
Cemetery. 

Gardner
William Travis Gardner

of Marion and loving
husband of Joyce Taylor
Gardner entered into his
heavenly home at the age
of 86 on Thursday, May
21, 2020.
He is survived by his

loving wife of 61 years,
five children; Mark Gard-
ner (Katherine) of Provi-
dence, Barry Gardner
(Denise) of Shelbyville,
Jan Strickland (Kirk) of
Lockport, Ill., Nancy Fi-
dler (Russ Petrucha) of
Clio, Mich., and Richard
Gardner (Amanda) of
Marion; 13 grandchil-

dren; 33 great-grandchil-
dren; and Baby Sadie his
Chesapeake Bay Re-
triever.
William Travis was

born on April 20, 1934
on White Oak Road in
Clay to John Edward and
Lydia Katherine Henry
Gardner.
He served

his country in
the United
States Army
from 1955-
1957, then
relocated his
family to
Lockport, Ill. He was em-
ployed with General Mo-
tors in Chicago, Ill., from
1957-1989. Upon retire-
ment, he and Joyce re-
turned home to
Kentucky settling on a
farm just outside of Mar-
ion. He continued work-
ing in a few of his favorite
past times – wrenching
on machinery, following
the race car circuit and
most of all sitting on the
tractor with the bushhog
following behind. Travis
was given the title of Ken-
tucky Colonel and a he
was a member of New
Hopewell Missionary
Baptist Church.
Visitation was Satur-

day May 23, 2020 at
Vanover Funeral Home in
Clay. Both public and
private funeral services
were held. A service for
the family only was Sun-
day, May 24, 2020. A
graveside service was
held at White Oak Ceme-
tery in Clay. Memorials
may be made to Hospice
in Paducah.

Paid Obituary

Halliman
David Noah Halliman,

32, of Marion died May
22, 2020 at his home.
He was a member of St.

William Catholic Church,
an Eagle
Scout and
avid hunter,
hiker and
camper.
Survivors

include his
wife, Kellye
Halliman of Marion; fa-
ther, David Andrew Halli-
man of Summerville,
S.C.; mother, Sandra
Walker Halliman
(Richard Lohr) of Sum-
merville, S.C.; brother,
Daniel Halliman of Sum-
merville, S.C.; sisters,
Dionna Jones of Jack-
sonville, Fla., and Dae-
sha Capeless of Beaufort,
S.C.; a grandfather,
William Edward Walker
of Kuttawa; and mother
and father-in-law, Jen-
nifer and Jeff Danhauer
of Owensboro.
He was preceded in

death by his grand-
mother, Faye Walker; and
grandparents, Roscoe
and Imogene Halliman.
Visitation was held

Tuesday at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion
and Wednesday at Saints

Joseph and Paul Catholic
Church in Owensboro
with a private funeral
mass. Burial was at Res-
urrection Cemetery in
Owensboro.
Haley-McGinnis Fu-

neral Home was in
charge of arrangements
in Owensboro and
Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of local
arrangements.
Memorials may be

made to Cross Interna-
tional, 600 SW Third
Street, Suite 2201, Pom-
pano Beach, FL 33060.

Williams
Shanna Mechelle

Williams, 48, of Marion
died Sunday, May 24,
2020 at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center.  
She was a member of

Unity Baptist Church.
Survivors include her

children, Kaitlyn Whit-
field, Justin Williams and
Chealse Williams all of
Marion; sisters, Tina
Kimble and
J e n n i f e r
Blake both of
F a i r v i e w ,
T e n n . ;
b r o t h e r ,
Robert Blake
Jr. of Colum-
bus, Kan.; grandchil-
dren, Alivia, Brooklyn,
Emma, Madalynn, Creea
and Kasen; father, Robert
Blake Sr.; and parents
who raised her, Sue Belt
and Herschel Belt (de-
ceased); and husband,
Oliver Williams.
She was preceded in

death by her mother,
Mona Young Blake; and
an infant son.
Services are scheduled

for 1 p.m., Friday May
29, 2020 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial will be at Maple-
view Cemetery. The fam-
ily will receive visitors
from 11 a.m., until serv-
ice time Friday at the fu-
neral home.

Wright
Gail D. Wright, 71, of

Salem died Friday, May
22, 2020 at Livingston
Hospital & Healthcare.
Surviving are her son,

Kerry (Sabrina) O’Brien
of Salem; two grand-
daughters Ashton
O’Brien of Grand Rivers
and Amber O’Brien of
Marion; a grandson Jef-
fery Paris of Ironwood,
Mich.; and great-grand-
children Taylyn and
Ollie.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
J.D. Wright and Reba
Ray Roberts.
A graveside memorial

service was scheduled for
11 a.m., Wednesday, May
27 at Loveless Chapel
Cemetery in Salem.
Myers Funeral Home was
in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Area Deaths

Eddie Sutton, 84, who
coached the Kentucky
Wildcat basketball team
for five seasons, died Sat-
urday, according to pub-
lished reports. 
“Our beloved Dad and

Papa Coach Eddie Sutton
passed away peacefully
of natural causes the
evening of May 23 at his
home in South Tulsa,”
the Sutton family wrote
in a statement to a Tulsa
newspaper. “He was sur-
rounded by his 3 sons
and their families, which
include his nine adoring
grandchildren. He is re-
united with his No. 1 as-
sistant — his bride Patsy
Sutton — who passed
away in January of 2013
after 54 years of mar-
riage.”

S u t t o n
was just
this spring
elected to
the Nai-
smith Me-
m o r i a l
Basketball
Hall of
Fame. The induction cer-
emony isn’t until August.
Sutton coached colle-

giately at Creighton,
Arkansas, Kentucky,
Oklahoma State and San
Francisco. He won 806
Division I games in his
37-year coaching career,
including 90 while at
Kentucky from 1985-89.
He resigned at UK in
1989 while the program
was being investigated by
the NCAA for recruiting
violations.

Eddie Sutton dies at 84

Sutton
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One new case here  
Crittenden County officials
confirmed a fifth positive
case of COVID-19 here
late last week.
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said a male in his
40s was admitted to an
area hospital outside of
Crittenden County. The
health department was
tracing his contacts, which
could potentially be quite
numerous, the judge said.
Some of the confirmed vic-
tim’s contacts have already
been tested. Those tests
have either been returned
negative or are still pend-
ing. Of the five cases that
have been reported in Crit-
tenden County since the
pandemic started, one per-
son has died and three
have recovered. 
As of late last week, Crit-
tenden Community Hospi-
tal had administered 107
tests. None have been pos-
itive.

The
Crittenden Press

USPS 138-260 Copyright 2020

125 E. Bellville St. | P.O. Box 191 | Marion, KY 42064
270.965.3191 | www.the-press.com

Chris Evans, editor & publisher
Allison Evans, advertising director

Alaina Barnes, creative design
The Crittenden Press (USPS 138-260) is published weekly by The
Crittenden Press Inc., P.O. Box 191, 125 E. Bellville St., Marion, KY 42064.
Periodicals postage paid at Marion, KY and at additional mailing offices.
Subscriptions $32 to $55 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to The Crittenden Press, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064.

Newsprint is a renewable resource. Recycling bins are located 
at the county’s convenience center on U.S. 60 east of Marion.

thepress@the-press.com

50 YEARS AGO
May 28, 1970
n Cadet John P. DeWitt,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
DeWitt of Marion, was hon-
ored at the ROTC Presi-
dent's Review at Murray
State University. Cadet De-
Witt received the Gold
Medal Award, given to the
outstanding member of the
Pershing Rifles, a fraternal
military organization.
n 94 students graduated
from Crittenden County
High School and were hon-
ored by local businesses
and families. Class Vale-
dictorians were Deborah
Decker and John White.
n The Crittenden County
4-H rally featured eleven
demonstrations and 70
project exhibits. Seven 4-H
members received county
championships and four
unit championships in
clothing were named.
Those named as champi-
ons were Terry Boone,
Eddie Boone, Randy
Knight, Jo Osborne, Bar-
bara Ann Wright, Saburina
McKinney, Mary Jo Arflack,
Sandra Boone, Rhonda
Kirk and Shanan Travis.

25 YEARS AGO
June 1, 1995
n In observance of Memo-
rial Day, members of the
Ellis B. Ordway Post 111 of
the American Legion and
Auxiliary decorated
crosses at Mapleview
Cemetery. The crosses

stood in memory of Critten-
den Countians who gave
their lives during World
War II, the Korean War and
the Vietnam War. 
n Local resident Kellie
Jackson used her love for
drawing to design the T-
shirts for Crayne Day. The
theme was "Come Home
to Crayne."
n The Coffee Shop Owner
Glenn Conger participated
in the grand opening of his
business in Salem. 

10 YEARS AGO
May 27, 2010
n The Senior Class of
2010 featured 80 gradu-
ates, four Valedictorians
and one Salutatorian. Vale-
dictorians were Victoria
Baker, Hannah Brantley,
Catherine Hughes and Tal-
ley Nix. Elizabeth Brown
was selected as Salutato-
rian. 
n Crittenden County FFA
members attended the Re-
gional Banquet at Hopkins
Central High School. At-
tending were Joseph Ted-
ford, Courtney Todd,
Alyssa Qualls, Stacia
Snow, Ashlee Collins,
Brennan Cruce, Jon Math-
ieu, Matt Papineau, David
Worley and Kari Buntin.
Crittenden FFA was
awarded 18 plaques for su-
perior ratings. 
n Hazel Garrett and Alfred
Tabor were crowned queen
and king of Crittenden
County Health and Rehab
during National Nursing
Home Week. 

U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue
has announced details of
the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program (CFAP),
which will provide up to
$16 billion in direct pay-
ments to deliver relief to
America’s farmers and
ranchers impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic. In
addition to this direct
support to farmers and
ranchers, USDA’s Farm-
ers to Families Food Box
program is partnering
with regional and local
distributors, whose
workforces have been
significantly impacted by
the closure of many
restaurants, hotels, and
other food service enti-
ties, to purchase $3 bil-
lion in fresh produce,
dairy, and meat and de-
liver boxes to Americans
in need. 
The U.S. Department of

Agriculture (USDA),
through the Farm Serv-
ice Agency (FSA) began
accepting applications
Tuesday from agricul-
tural producers who have
suffered losses. 
CFAP provides vital fi-

nancial assistance to
producers of agricultural
commodities who have
suffered a five-percent-

or-greater price decline
due to COVID-19 and
face additional signifi-
cant marketing costs as a
result of lower demand,
surplus production and
disruptions to shipping
patterns and the orderly
marketing of commodi-
ties. 
Farmers and ranchers

will receive direct sup-
port, drawn from two
possible funding sources.
The first source of fund-
ing is $9.5 billion in ap-
propriated funding
provided in the Coron-
avirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Stability
(CARES) Act to compen-
sate farmers for losses
due to price declines that
occurred between mid-
January 2020, and mid-
April 2020 and provides
support for specialty
crops for product that
had been shipped from
the farm between the
same time period but
subsequently spoiled due
to loss of marketing
channels. The second
funding source uses the
Commodity Credit Cor-
poration Charter Act to
compensate producers
for $6.5 billion in losses
due to on-going market
disruptions. 

Non-specialty crops el-
igible for CFAP payments
include malting barley,
canola, corn, upland cot-
ton, millet, oats, soy-
beans, sorghum,
sunflowers, durum
wheat, and hard red
spring wheat. Wool is
also eligible. Producers
will be paid based on in-
ventory subject to price
risk held as of January
15, 2020. 
Livestock eligible for

CFAP include cattle,
lambs, yearlings and
hogs. The total payment
will be calculated using
the sum of the producer’s
number of livestock sold
between January 15 and
April 15, 2020, multi-
plied by the payment
rates per head, and the
highest inventory num-
ber of livestock between
April 16 and May 14,
2020, multiplied by the
payment rate per head. 
For further on dairy

and other specialty
crops, see the USDA
website.
There is a payment

limitation of $250,000
per person or entity for
all commodities com-
bined. Applicants who
are corporations, limited
liability companies or

limited partnerships may
qualify for additional
payment limits where
members actively provide
personal labor or per-
sonal management for
the farming operation.
Producers will also have
to certify they meet the
Adjusted Gross Income
limitation of $900,000
unless at least 75 per-
cent or more of their in-
come is derived from
farming, ranching or
forestry-related activities.
Producers must also be
in compliance with
Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation
provisions. 
Producers can apply

for assistance beginning
immediately. Additional
information and applica-
tion forms can be found
at farmers.gov/cfap. Pro-
ducers of all eligible com-

modities will apply
through their local FSA
office. Documentation to
support the producer’s
application and certifica-
tion may be requested.
FSA has streamlined the
signup process to not re-
quire an acreage report
at the time of application
and a USDA farm num-
ber may not be immedi-
ately needed. Deadline to
apply is Aug. 28. 
To ensure the availabil-

ity of funding throughout
the application period,
producers will receive 80
percent of their maxi-
mum total payment upon
approval of the applica-
tion. The remaining por-
tion of the payment, not
to exceed the payment
limit, will be paid at a
later date as funds re-
main available. 
USDA Service Centers

are open for business by
phone appointment only,
and field work will con-
tinue with appropriate
social distancing. While
program delivery staff
will continue to come
into the office, they will
be working with produc-
ers by phone and using
online tools whenever
possible. All Service Cen-
ter visitors wishing to
conduct business with
the FSA, Natural Re-
sources Conservation
Service, or any other
Service Center agency
are required to call their
Service Center to sched-
ule a phone appoint-
ment. More information
can be found at farm-
ers.gov/coronavirus.
USDA is an equal op-

portunity provider, em-
ployer and lender.

The Crosswalk Summer Program is
offering various opportunities for high
school age students during two ses-
sions from June 8-11 and July 6-9.
Programs include creative writing,

building your own board game, cooking
with 4-H agents, leadership and art.

Registration deadline is May 31. Lim-
ited class kits are available. 
Register by sending name, phone

number and email address to
jeff.hughes@crittenden.kyschools.us or
call 270-965-2248.

Crosswalk offering summer ativities in writing, cooking, more

Application period open for COVID-affected farmers



Christian passing from
here to Heaven is a mix of
pain and joy.
First the pain: The un-

mitigated suffering of the
loss of my brother,
Willard Easley, is what
we are experiencing. He
was the last of our dear
nine brothers to we four
sisters – Bonnie Hartley,
Lula Gilmore of Nashville,
Wanda Ditty of Spring-
field Ohio and me.
When we lost our fa-

ther, the older brothers
and sisters,
of the 11
that were
left at home
with mama,
helped her
and each
other and
we younger
ones.
Our dad’s

first wife
died when their fourth
child was born.  Three
years later dad and
mama were married, and
mama loved those four as
her own. She and dad
had 13 children, 11 lived
to be 85 or older.
Growing up, we never

knew the difference in all
our brothers and sisters
and our nieces and
nephews. Even as small
children we were all crazy
over all the babies as they
came along.
Our oldest brother,

Lyle, who was married
and away from home
when we lost dad, was
wonderful in helping
guide mama in all the
problems, and so encour-
aging to the rest of us.

As each grew older,
married and moved away,
there were six of us left at
home, Willard being the
oldest of the six. Even
when we were very
young, Willard would
look out for we five
younger kids.
At Christmas he would

always try to help mama

do what little that could
be done to brighten our
lives. When we were for-
tunate enough to get a
few little sparkler sticks,
he would get a shovel of
coals from the fire place
and take us outside to
light those sparklers so
we could run around the
house way before day-
light. What a joy slinging
those around and around
with the fire sparking in
the dark to see how many
times we could get
around the house before
they burned out.
The time I remember

getting a banana for
Christmas, he tried to
slip them in so he could
surprise us, but I stole a
peek, and then he tried to
convince me it wasn’t ba-
nanas at all.
Our sister Gladys got to

go to high school in West
Frankfort, Ill., where she
stayed with a relative,
helping with the house
work and children. She
ended up getting married
and living there.
Willard was always ed-

ucation-minded, and he
decided to go to high
school, even though he
was older than most. He
graduated from the Mar-
ion High School.
Bonnie went her first

two years, and Lula her
first year, which was the
year Willard graduated.
Living 10 miles out of

town really made that dif-
ficult, but Willard was de-
termined we last five
children would get to go
to high school.
Willard had talked with

our sister Gladys in Illi-
nois and discussed the
curriculum and church
in West Frankfort and de-
cided we five should go to
school there. He wanted
us in a good school, and
in a Holiness Church,
and there we could walk
both to church and
school. He and mama

worked hard to provide
our renting a small bed-
room and little kitchen in
an elderly lady’s home.
Bonnie and Lula fin-

ished the rest of their
years there and Harry
went one year and I went
all four of mine. We lived
in homes doing house
work for room and board.
Gleaford took turns

coming to West Frankfort
to bring us home on holi-
days, and in the summer
months to help Mama
with the work and gar-
dens. Harry and Wanda
graduated high school
here. Willard sacrificed a
lot to work on the home
farm, hauling grain for
farmers and other odd
jobs to see to it we five
graduated.
He made up his mind

that he would make his
home with mama as she
aged, and would have
that understood before he
would ever marry.
As a school board

member, he worked un-
tiringly to get the Critten-
den County High School
built, thinking of his own
family and children
whom he so wanted in a
good school.
So all of us are beyond

grateful to Willard for
wrapping his life around
so many of ours and our
dear mother’s. Since he
was 14, he made many
sacrifices for us.
It is so, so hard to give

him up, as we always
knew where he was, and
he was willing to still lend
a hand, word, love and
advice.
How I praise God He let

me come back home to
help my family, to pray,
work and help everyone
else I could to get ready
for Heaven. I’ve always
loved all my precious
family with all my heart
and have lived to prove it
to all of them.
To show the closeness

of our family, there were
eight girls, nine boys and
the burial sites for 18 of
them are in Crittenden
County. 
Now to the joy;  Willard

will never suffer again,
with a foot that never
healed after it was torn
from his leg in a car crash
on his way home from
work at 90 years old.
Our joy is of knowing

he received a new body, a
perfect leg, and a crown
for loving God and his
whole family with all his
heart, which he rarely
ever revealed by words,
but by his deeds and his

very existence.
Our joy also is know-

ing he will never suffer
again many things that
most people would never
have put up with, but he
did so out of love, self-re-
spect,  keeping his word
and his own innate good-
ness.
God has received home

a truly dedicated Family
Man.

Rev. Lucy Tedrick is a
regular conservative colum-
nist for the newspaper. She
has been and preacher
here for many years. Her
viewpoints are her own.

Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

A tribute to one who was well deserving 
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MCC spring
Dean’s List
Eleven Crittenden

County students have
been named to the
Madisonville Commu-
nity College Spring
2020 Dean’s List. Stu-
dents named to the
Dean’s List earned a
grade point average of
3.5 or higher for the se-
mester and were en-
rolled in 12 or more
credit hours at the 100-
level or higher.

Those from Critten-
den County are as fol-
lows: 
Nicole  Adams
Hannah Bell
Brandy Book
Shelby Cooper
Samantha Cummins
Kirsten DeBoe
Ashleigh Dunkerson
Jennifer Epley
Jagger Hayes
Trinity Hayes
Ellie Smith 

Local man
dies in 
car crash
STAFF REPORT
A Marion man died in

a single-vehicle acci-
dent last Thursday
night on Fords Ferry
Road just north of Mar-
ion near the city limits.
The driver, 32-year-

old Michael Brasher,
was the only person in
the vehicle and died at
the scene at around 9
p.m. (See obituary page
2). First responders say
that Brasher’s vehicle
rolled over after leaving
the roadway after top-
ping a hill just north of
town. He was ejected
from the vehicle.
It was the first time in

18 months that a per-
son in a vehicle has
died as a result of a
traffic accident in Crit-
tenden County.

Tree-cutting
accident takes
man’s life
STAFF REPORT
A local man died in a

tree-cutting accident
Friday afternoon in
rural Crittenden
County.
Those responding to a

911 call found David
Halliman, 32, of 8491
Blackburn Church
Road unresponsive
when they arrived.
Coroner Brad Gilbert

said the man died at
the scene after cutting a
tree that fell on him.
The accident happened
near his home off
Blackburn Church
Road near the intersec-
tion of Gum Creek
Road.
The incident hap-

pened at about 6:30
p.m. (See obituary on
page 2).

MSU spring
Dean’s List
Murray State Univer-

sity has released its
Spring 2020 Dean’s List
and several local stu-
dents are on it.
Students at MSU who

are a full-time under-
graduate, enrolled in 12
or more hours in
graded courses and
have attained a term
grade point average of a
3.50 or above are eligi-
ble for the Dean’s List. 
Crittenden Students
Hannah Marie Berry
Madison LaShea Champion
Emma R Colwell
Emily M Combs
John Claude Duvall
Ethan Thomas Hunt
Jesse Imboden
James Tyler Kirk
Matthew Kyle Lynn
Kaitlyn Grace Myers
Dayton Lee Simpkins
Robert Glen Stephens
Adam Tristan Watson
Michaela Ann West
Jayden Michael Willis
Samuel Enoch Winders
Fredonia Students
Aaron Michael Vinson
Hannah Nicole York
Sturgis Students
Abby M James
Carson Shane O'Guin
Caroline Elizabeth O'Guin
Alexis Paige Wright



To the Editor
As we continue with

scientist-recommended
social distancing due to
COVID-19, I find it fair
to address the false nar-
rative being spun by self-
serving politicians, such
as Rep. Lynn Bechler.
I find it appalling that

my native Kentucky’s
state representative is
endorsing – no, encour-
aging – his constituents
to reject science and
throw petulant tantrums
because they can’t
“enjoy a meal at a fa-
vorite restaurant.” In his
recent guest column,
Rep. Bechler cited sev-
eral statistics and misin-
terpreted several facts.
As someone who holds a
doctoral degree in nurs-
ing, I would like to
counter many of the
points discussed in the
article (and as a true sci-
ence nerd, I will cite my
sources).
At the time I sit down

to write this, Kentucky
has 7,080 confirmed
COVID-19 cases, with
326 reported deaths
(ky.gov, 2020). Mr. Bech-
ler seems to minimize
the death toll and would
have you believe that
these deaths are falsely
attributed to the virus. I
would argue the opposite
to be true. Death certifi-
cates must utilize an
ICD-10 code (a diagnos-
tic code specific to a cer-
tain disease, injury, etc.
– they are highly specific)
for an individual’s cause
of death. The ICD-10
code for COVID-19 was
only introduced in early
April, well after the
deaths from COVID had
begun to affect the
United States (CDC,
2020), and until mid-
April, only cases con-
firmed by laboratory
evidence were counted
(this is in contrast to
mortality statistics at-
tributed to influenza).
Moreover, current
COVID-19 death statis-
tics do not include those
who have died outside of
a healthcare facility (Ad-
visory Board, 2020). 

The representative’s
article alluded to com-
parisons between the
2002 SARS “pandemic”
and the current COVID-
19 outbreak. First and
foremost, the 2002
spread was never classi-
fied as a pandemic by
the World Health Organ-
ization. The numbers
alone are incomparable –
8000 infections and 774
deaths worldwide from
2002-2004 (none of
which were in the United
States) compared to the
4.31 million confirmed
infections and 294,000
deaths from COVID-19
(CNN.com, 2020). This
speaks to the massive
difference in virulence
between the two strains.
I’m unsure where the
representative gathered
his data regarding the
2002 outbreak, but it is
simply incorrect. The dif-
ferences in virulence and
lethality between the two
virus strains easily an-
swer the questions Mr.
Bechler poses about why
we were not instructed
to wear masks or stay
home 18 years ago. In
response to his rhetoric
regarding the lack of
vaccines for AIDS and
Ebola – I beseech you to
compare the methods of
infection between those
two viruses and COVID-
19. AIDS and Ebola are
spread via close personal
contact (sharing of blood
and bodily fluids),
whereas COVID-19 is
more akin to measles,
which is spread via res-
piratory particles (i.e.
one can get it by simply
being in the same room
as an infected individ-
ual). One doesn’t have to
look too far into history
to discover the impetus
behind developing a vac-
cine for measles.
Despite what the rep-

resentative describes in
his column, the “oppres-
sive regulations” put in
place this spring by Ken-
tucky’s governor are not
to infringe on freedoms,
but rather to save lives
and preserve those free-
doms for all. The pace at

which Gov. Beshear is
reopening the state is
not willy-nilly; however,
it is in accordance with
recommendations from
highly trained scientists.
In contrast to Mr. Bech-
ler’s claim that Gov.
Beshear would have
everyone stay inside and
out of “fresh air and sun-
shine,” the governor is
simply asking people to
stay socially distanced
from others. There has
never been any mention
of fresh air and sunshine
killing anyone – in fact,
Mr. Bechler, I urge you to
take a hike. It is unfath-
omable to me that one’s
desire to eat at a restau-
rant supersedes the
value of someone’s life.
That sacrificing a base-
ball season is more dev-
astating than losing a
grandparent prema-
turely. That sitting in a
church pew is more
Christ-like than caring
for a neighbor’s wellbe-
ing. 
I am empathetic to-

ward those feeling dis-
tressed, and I, too, miss
sports, church and hug-
ging my friends and ex-
tended family. I
mentioned earlier my
background as a health-
care professional. Much
more importantly, I am
the daughter of a two-
time cancer survivor who
happens to be an im-
munocompromised con-
stituent of Rep. Bechler.
In addition to being a
cancer survivor, he is a
terrible pun-maker, an
awful movie watching
companion, and the best
father and “pop” to his
three children and seven
grandchildren. Mr. Bech-
ler, your “God-given
right” to eat in a restau-
rant is not worth my fa-
ther’s life.
It's time – past time,

actually – to advocate for
the health of Kentucky.
Stay home. Stay healthy.

Meg (Brock) Sorg
Silver Lake, Indiana
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DETENTION CENTER REPORT
MAY 21, 2020                                            
State Inmates                          85
Federal Inmates                      73
Other County Inmates               4
Crittenden County Inmates       4
TOTAL INMATES                166
Weekenders/Work Release      0
Out to Court                               0
Inmate Bed Count                 166
• Federal Inmates $42 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem          

APRIL REVENUE                                
State Housing Fees          $98,376.26
Federal Housing Fees      $93,720.35
Federal Transport Fees      $8,502.35
Other County Housing Fees      $6,272
Weekend/Work Release Fees           $0
TOTAL HOUSING           $198,368.61

APRIL  ANALYSIS
Cost of our county inmates         $5,408
Number of County Housing Days     169
Daily Housing Rate                       $32
Avg. Daily County Inmates           5.64

The Crittenden County Detention Cen-
ter report is provided monthly to magis-
trates during Crittenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The inmate count was
accurate for the day the report was cre-
ated.

Detention Center Census

STAFF REPORT
Because of fears over

COVID-19, the number of
inmates in the local jail
were lower in May than at
any other time in the last
several years.
Jailer Robbie Kirk said

that despite the decline
in numbers, the jail con-
tinues to operate in ac-
ceptable financial
condition. Most of the in-
mates held at the Critten-
den County Detention
Center are state or fed-
eral inmates. Kirk said
many state inmates have
been paroled or released
early due to concerns
over the pandemic. In-
mate transfers from one
facility to another are al-
most zero, he said.
Census figures for the

jail were down 20 per-
cent. There were 166 in-
mates being held on May
21, that’s down from an
average fo 208 from the
previous four months.
Prior to the pandemic av-

erages were even higher.
The number of state in-

mates being jailed here
was at 85 last week.
That’s down from a four-
month average of 114.
The average daily pop-

ulation of Crittenden
County inmates was
down to an average of
just under six per day,
which is about half what
it generally runs.
Kirk said state and fed-

eral per diem costs are
going up starting June 1,
which will help reduce
the negative effects of
COVID-19. He also said
some other area jails
could be in jeopardy of
closing, which would
likely mean an immediate
increase in inmates
should that occur. Other-
wise, he said the state in-
mate figures will take a
long time to return to
previous levels.
The jail has had no

positive tests for the
virus.

Jail numbers dropping

STAFF REPORT
A portion of Kentucky’s

$300 million for pan-
demic relief should trickle
down to Crittenden
County, Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom told magis-
trates last week during
their first in-person meet-
ing since the COVID crisis
began early this spring.
Newcom pointed to a

few expenses the county
has incurred to reopen,
including the installation
of glass desk barriers –
sometimes called sneeze
guards - inside court-
house offices. The barri-
ers for the clerk’s office
alone cost $1,800. New-
com said he expects the
county will receive federal
aid dollars, probably
about 75 percent of ac-
tual costs.
In other business,

county magistrates reap-
pointed Bart Frazer to a
three-year term on the
Pennyrile Area Develop-
ment District Board of Di-
rectors and reappointed
Margaret Gilland to the
Pennyrile Area Aging
Council.

ComCare, the agency
that operates Crittenden
Ambulance Service, has
extended its contract
under current terms until
August. The contract be-
tween the county and the
EMS provider was sup-
posed to have been rene-
gotiated earlier this
spring, but due to COVID
the two sides had not
been able to get together
to hash out new terms.
Judge Newcom said Crit-
tenden Community Hos-
pital pays $100,000
annually toward the serv-
ice, per a contract entered
into when the hospital
was sold over a year ago.
Newcom said the hospital
had been a few months
behind on its payment,
but recently caught up.
The county approved

second reading of its $9.9
million budget, of which
about one-third goes to
operate the jail. Magis-
trates briefly discussed a
pay raise for themselves,
the county attorney and
coroner, but took no ac-
tion on the matter.

Letter to the Editor: Stay home, stay healthyCounty should receive
federal COVID dollars



pets
Use Happy Jack Skin 
Balm to treat hot spots 
and allergies on dogs and 
cats and relieve irritation 
without steroids. Akridge 
Farm Supply (270) 545-
3332 (www.kennelvax.
com). (3t-50-p)

for sale
JD 3020 with front forks, 
bucket and hay spear, 
rear forks and quick load 
attachment bar. (708) 
296-6070 or (708) 243-
7079. (708) 296-6070 or 
(708) 243-7079. (4t-48-p)

agriculture
RETIRED POLICE OF-
FICER living in Eddyville, 
Ky., looking for hunting 
rights. Willing to share 
game. Also hunt nuisance 
animals in season. CAll 
(270) 388-4992. (8t-53-p)

employment
Wanted to hire: Someone 
to cut firewood on our 
property. (270) 965-3019. 
(2t-48-c) ks
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today.” 
(4t-48-p)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 1240 Valley View 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-52-p)

wanted
Wanted: used lift chair. 
(270) 965-3019. (2t-49-c) 
ks
Tolu landowner search-
ing for hunting ground 
to lease. Call (850) 566-
0712. (2t-48-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 

including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
fied department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
Dollar General Partners, a 
Kentucky general partner-
ship,100 Mission Ridge, 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072, 
hereby declares its inten-
tion to apply for NQ Retail 
Malt Beverage Package 
Licenses no later than 
May 29, 2020 for Dollar 
General at 672 S. Main 
Street, Marion, KY 42064 
and for Dollar General at 
220 Sturgis Road, Marion, 
KY 42064.  Dollar Gener-
al Partners will be acting 
by and through its gen-
eral partners, DG Strate-
gic VI, LLC, a Tennessee 
limited liability company, 
whose officers are Steven 
Deckard, Chief Executive 
Officer and Jason Reis-
er, Chief Merchandising 
Officer and Secretary 
and DG Promotions, Inc., 
whose officers are Steven 
Deckard, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, John Garratt, 
Chief Financial Officer 
and Jason Reiser, Chief 
Merchandising Officer and 
Secretary, all with a mail-
ing address of 100 Mis-
sion Ridge, Goodlettsville, 
TN 37072. Any person, 
association, corporation, 
or body politic may protest 
the granting of the license 
by writing the Department 
of Alcoholic Beverages, 

500 Mero Street 2NE33, 
Frankfort, KY 40601, with-
in thirty (30) days (pursu-
ant to KRS 243.430) of 
the date of legal publica-
tion. (1t-48-c)
statewides

ADULT
Looking for love or just 
a friendly chat? Connect 
with Latino singles in your 
area. 18 Plus.  Call 1-866-
686-5936 Try it free
 Tired of the same old dat-
ing sites? Meet real peo-
ple in your area & make a 
new connection on your 
terms! 18 plus only. Call 
1-855-850-1741

AUTOMOBILES
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-
up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-866-495-0115
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free tow-
ing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-258-7036

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-866-292-
5435
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the new iPhone 11 
or Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One offer. While supplies 

last! CALL 1-866-478-
8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Have $10K In Debt? Cred-
it Cards. Medical Bills. 
Personal Loans. Be Debt 
Free in 24-48 Months. 
Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! Know Your Op-
tions. Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 1-877-
934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% Perfectly 
Tender and Guaranteed!  
20 Main Courses PLUS 
get 4 FREE Burgers Or-
der The Butcher’s Bun-
dle - ONLY $69.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code:61086VXS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
dinner115

HEALTH SERVICES
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace-
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-329-
2415
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 1-844-
519-3621

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-844-688-8576  Special 
financing for qualified cus-
tomers.
INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress

INTERNET/PHONE
SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254

LEGAL SERVICES
LUNG CANCER? And 
Age 60+? You and Your 
Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. 

No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. 1-866-826-1890.

LIVESTOCK
Central Kentucky Premier 
Heifer Sale. Saturday, 
June 6, 1:00 EST Blue-
grass Stockyards, Lexing-
ton KY. Sell 250 Fall Calv-
ing Bred Heifers. David 
Sandusky 270 692 7793

MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call 
us at 1-877-530-1935 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/KY
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 844-254-
2147

MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

I buy old guitars, amps, 
microphones, and mando-
lins. Brands like Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Marshall, 
Vox, Gretsch, Supro, Am-
peg, Silvertone, Magna-
tone, and more. Call Da-
vid at 502-641-9009

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classified 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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CCHS GRADUATION

2020 valedictory addresses
Welcome everyone,
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Trinity Hayes is driven through Marion last Friday by her family during a senior 
parade celebrating the Crittenden County Class of 2020.

Ellie SMITH
Daughter of Stephen and Terri Smith
and Tara and Josh Chittenden
Plans to attend Murray State University

Hannah Bell
Hannah BELL
Daughter of Nicholas and Jennifer Bell
Plans to attend University of Kentucky

Shelby Brown
Shelby BROWN
Daughter of Kim Brown and Stanley Brown
Plans to attend University of Kentucky

Hats OffClass of 2020



Shelby Brown
Academic & Career Ready

Cortne Curnel
Academic & Career Ready

Kirsten DeBoe
MCC Senior College Academy, 

Academic & Career Ready

Ashleigh Dunkerson
MCC Senior College Academy, 

Academic & Career Ready

Lauren Gilchrist
MCC Senior College Academy, 

Academic & Career Ready

Kyron Hicks
Academic & Career Ready

Ellie McGowan
Academic & Career Ready

Ellie Smith
Academic Ready,

MCC Senior College Academy

Tanner Way
Academic Ready

Jaylin Blackburn
Career Ready

Morgan Barnes
Academic & Career Ready

Lily Berry
Academic Ready,
Gatton Academy

Douglas Conger
Academic & Career Ready

Shelby Cooper
Academic & Career Ready,

MCC Senior College Academy

Autumn Derby
Career Ready

Jaycie Driver
Career Ready,  MCC Senior 

College Academy

Jagger Hayes
Academic Ready, MCC Senior 

College Academy

Trinity Hayes Emma Herrin
Academic & Career Ready

Jessica Hunter Skyler James
Academic & Career Ready,

MCC Senior College Academy

Madison Johnson

Michael Kirk Alexandria Newman
Academic Ready

Jenna Potter
Academic & Career Ready

Caitlyn Riley Kyonna Ross
Academic & Career Ready

Emmie Smith
Career Ready

Hannah Bell
MCC Senior College Academy, 

Academic & Career Ready

Alaina Cowsert
Career Ready

Harley Wesley

V=VALEDICTORIAN; S=SALUTATORIAN; HONOR GRADUATES DENOTED BY YELLOW BACKGROUND; ADVANCED DIPLOMA DENOTED BY BOLDFACE; 
MILITARY HONORS DENOTED WITH AMERICAN FLAG

Ashton Binkley
Career Ready

Tyler Bolander Jaimie Burt
Academic & Career Ready

Jayden Carlson Bradly Conner Elizabeth Corley Gavin Davidson
Career Ready

Jesika Duncan
Career Ready

Mary (Anzie) Gobin
Career Ready

Riley Gobin
Academic & Career Ready

Lukas Graham Kerstie Gregory Travis Guess Timberlee Harris Mason Hendrickson
Academic & Career Ready

Jayden Hill
Career Ready

Natalie Huntchings
Career Ready

Hunter Jones Seth Kirk Jacob Kurtz
Career Ready

Lynzee Lynn Alex Marshall Kaitlyn Mathieu

Seth Millikan Erik O’Leary Philip Rhett Parrish
Career Ready

Alivia Parrent
Career Ready

William Peek Trevor Peppler
Career Ready

Christopher Perez Justin Phillips

Thomas Phillips
Career Ready

Trey Phillips
Academic Ready

William Phillips Clarissa Pigg Breanna Schanz Andrew Tommy Smith
Academic Ready

Ethan Stone
Career Ready

Emma Stoner
Career Ready

Gabrielle  Taft Josie Tapp Jordan Urbanowski
Academic Ready

Zackery Weathers
Career Ready

Dillan West

V V V V V V VV V

V V S

Kaylee Watts
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    CCHS GRADUATION

Ten seniors earn valedictorian honors
As I struggled to write 

this speech, I began to 
think about how this 
has been a goal of mine, 
about  each memo-
ry that I have created 
throughout my time 
in Crittenden County, 
about each of the bonds 
I have made, and how 
each of us is so very 
different but together 
we make the Class of 
2020. I found the quote 
by C.S. Lewis very fit-
ting for our class. It 
says, “There are far, 
far better things ahead 
than any we leave be-
hind.” We may forever 
be known as the class 
that graduated during 
a pandemic, but I think 
there is so much more 
to us than just that. We 
all have so many differ-
ent traits that make us 
unique in our own ways 
and we are all very ca-
pable of using each of 
these traits to our own 
advantage. 

Last year as I sat 
through all three cer-
emonies for my broth-
er’s graduation, I was 
never sad or even 
thought about how in a 

few short months that 
would be me surround-
ed by all my classmates 
getting ready to walk 
across the stage to re-
ceive our diplomas. It 
wasn’t until the last 
night for actual grad-
uation that it hit me. 
And when it did, it hit 
me hard. I remember 
telling my mom when I 
got home from the last 
day of school my ju-
nior year, that she had 
two high school seniors 
for about three hours. 
However, I didn’t realize 
it would go by so fast. 
In my eyes I was just 
getting started. 

I, along with my class-
mates would be the se-
niors who did whatever 
it took to achieve the 
goals we had set for our-
selves. The seniors that 
looked so intimidating 
to the underclassmen, 
when we would take 
them in under our wing 
in a heartbeat. But 
here we are graduat-
ing, and I am proud to 
say I wouldn’t want to 
graduate with any other 
group than this one. We 
all have our own goals 
and dreams that will 
get accomplished one 
day. For me my goal to 

be a Valedictorian start-
ed my freshman year, 
to push myself to be 
the best that I could be.  
We are all about to get 
pushed out into this big 
world, that obviously 
has more to offer than 
we realized. Who knew 
we would graduate in 
the midst of a pandem-
ic? I sure didn’t. We 
are all going to go our 
separate ways, whether 
that may be college, the 
workforce, or the mili-
tary, either way we will 
be successful in what-
ever path we choose.

I will forever be grate-
ful for the opportuni-
ty that I have had to 
grow up in this small 
town. We are surround-
ed by people that put 
the children first. The 
entire community has 
shown so much sup-
port for each and every 
club, sport, organiza-
tion, or class. Critten-
den County schools 

have given me some of 
the best memories. Like 
on Halloween in 5th 
grade, Ellie, Hannah, 
Morgan, and I became 
the biggest rock band 
sensation that CCES 
had seen. And that time 
in middle school when 
we had four science 
teachers in one year, 
that was crazy but if any 
class could handle it, it 
was us.

High school has given 
me so many memories 
and some great rela-
tionships with some of 
the best teachers. This 
class is very competitive 
and high school only 
made that competitive 
edge stronger, especially 
during powderpuff time. 
Shelby Cooper, you will 
always leave a mark on 
me, with that scar in my 
eyebrow. The teachers 
at Crittenden County 
High School are some 
of the best. They real-
ly care about each and 

every one of us. They 
want the best for us 
and want us to succeed 
with everything we do. 
Mrs. Rich, you have al-
ways been there. I might 
have only had class with 
you for two years, but I 
will never forget all the 
pep-talks, inside jokes, 
and passion that you 
have for your students. 
Thank you. 

There have been so 
many people that have 
had my back through-
out this entire journey. 
I think they deserve a 
little credit as well.

Mom, you’ve always 
had my back. Pushing 
me to be the best that I 
could, to accomplish my 
goals. I know it can be 
rough sometimes hav-
ing to hear my ridicu-
lous corny jokes and all 
the sarcasm and sass. 
You’re the best personal 
cheerleader that I could 
ever ask for. I thank you 
and I love you. 

Dad, you’ve taught 
me that I can do any-
thing and everything, 
even when I don’t think 
that I can. You con-
stantly remind me that 
I am good enough, and 
no one should make me 
feel like I’m not. Thank 

you for everything you 
do for me and I wouldn’t 
want to embarrass my-
self with anyone else 
and you know what I’m 
talking about. I’ll always 
be your little girl. I love 
you. 

Blake, we might ar-
gue about the dumb-
est stuff, but I always 
know that you are just a 
phone call away if I ever 
need anything. Thank 
you for being there, I 
love you. 

Morgan, my best 
friend since literally 
birth. We’ve done ev-
erything together, took 
on kindergarten at the 
great age of four, start-
ed driving the same 
day, and now we get to 
take on Lexington at the 
University of Kentucky 
together. I don’t know 
what I would do without 
you and our many ad-
ventures. I love you and 
our friendship. 

As we finish this jour-
ney called high school, 
the Class of 2020 has a 
bright future ahead of 
them. I wish all of you 
all the best in the years 
ahead. It is my pleasure 
to welcome Kirsten De-
Boe to share her ad-
dress. 

Cortne Curnel
Cortne CURNEL
Daughter of Cory and Robin Curnel
Plans to attend University of Kentucky

Kirsten DEBOE
Daughter of Billy and Tiffany DeBoe
Plans to attend Western Kentucky University

Good evening family, 
friends, faculty, and fel-
low graduates:

We the class of 2020 
can honestly say we 
have accomplished 
what no other class has 
done... We are the first 
class ever to experience 
a virtual graduation!

What more could you 
expect from the class 
of 2020? After all, we 
came into this world 
during the wake of 9-11 
and now we are gradu-
ating during a pandem-
ic that came at us like 
a wrecking ball shut-
ting down our life as we 

know it. 
First, I want to thank 

my family. To my dad, 
thank you for being my 
personal photographer 
24/7 and dropping ev-
erything to help me 
with all my projects. 
Caden, thank you for 
always having the big 
caring heart and never 
letting me drive places 
alone. To Trey, thanks 
for being the big protec-
tive brother you are and 
for taking me to school 
and not making me 
ride the bus even if you 
did make me walk into 
the school a mile away 
from you. And mom, 
thank you for being my 
number one cheerlead-

er and making me the 
woman I am today. And 
yes, I will admit, it was 
an honor to have you as 
my fourth grade math 
teacher.

I want to share a 
quote by Joyce DiDona-
to. “One of the greatest 
gifts you can give your-
self right here, right 
now, in this single sol-
itary monumental mo-
ment in your life, is to 

decide without apology, 
to commit to the jour-
ney, and not to the out-
come.”

For us, the journey is 
just beginning. Today is 
a turning point in our 
lives. We have spent the 
last 13 years creating 
a journey of laughter 
and learning together. 
Graduation is just a 
part of the large jour-
ney of life. Now, our life 

is taking us on a new 
journey where we will 
meet new people, make 
new friends, and learn 
new skills. The journey 
will not be easy. Re-
member the quote said 
“Commit to the journey 
not the outcome” Why? 
Because the outcome 
may fall short of your 
expectations. When you 
focus solely on trying to 
achieve the outcome, 
it is impossible to suc-
ceed at the highest lev-
el. To concentrate on 
the journey it will take 
great self-discipline.  
But remember you are 
not alone in your jour-
ney and the journey is 
not all about you! 

First Peter 1:18 says 
“Your life is a journey 
you must travel with 
a deep consciousness 
of God.”  Imagine our 
journey if we did this 
each and every day. I 
challenge you to go on 
your journey with a 
deep consciousness of 
God. 

Class of 2020, I leave 
you with another quote 
“Take pride in how far 
you have come. Have 
faith in how far you can 
go. But don’t forget to 
enjoy the journey.” 

Thank you.  Please 
help me welcome Ash-
leigh Dunkerson to the 
stage.

Kirsten DeBoe

Ashleigh DUNKERSON
Daughter of Tony and April Dunkerson
Plans to attend Murray State University

I have always remem-
bered Rocket Arena as 
a place full of life. On 
any given Friday night, 
you could walk in here 
to the sounds of hun-
dreds of people laugh-
ing and cheering for the 
mighty, mighty rockets. 
But today, as I stand 
at the podium watching 
a small portion of my 
family, a cameraman, 
and a select few staff 
members watching me, I 
feel relieved. Giving this 
speech to an empty are-
na has not only allowed 
this moment to become 
more treasured for my 
family, but it has also 
saved me the indignity 
of trying to picture hun-
dreds of people in their 
underwear. 

These kinds of cir-

cumstances, along with 
many others, have made 
the class of 2020 learn 
the hard way that we 
need to look for the sil-
ver linings in our lives. 
In fact, the class of 2020 
has kept the positive in 
mind since the begin-
ning of our educational 
careers. In fifth grade, 
when we found out that 
the trip to end our ele-
mentary school careers 
was to a boring history 
museum, we were dev-
astated. But then, came 
the silver lining… char-
ter buses! Riding a grey-
hound bus for a couple 
hours may not seem like 
a big deal now, but as 
fifth graders, it felt like a 
once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity! 

In eighth grade, we 
ventured to new territo-
ry by going to the Lou-
isville Mega Caverns 

instead of the more 
traditional choice of 
Six Flags. Most of our 
class had never heard 
of these so-called Mega 
Caverns and were wor-
ried that we may not 
have as good of a time 
there. But again, came 
the silver lining… on 
the way back from Lou-
isville, Carol Davis per-
formed a perfect ren-
dition of Proud Mary, 
choreographed and 
everything! That silver 
lining, made the entire 
trip worth it to us. 

As juniors, we went 
to the Carson Center 

in Paducah to watch 
the Crucible, and after 
the play was over, Mrs. 
McCord said that we 
could eat at any restau-
rant on the right side 
of the road in front of 
the mall. Of course, al-
most everybody went to 
Steak n’ Shake so they 
could order one of their 
famous milkshakes. As 
everybody went to pay 
for their food a huge 
line went from the reg-
ister weaving in and 
out of the tables, and 
Seth Kirk ended up be-
ing the last one in this 
long line. As soon as 

we paid for our food we 
headed back to the bus 
and took our seats. The 
bus driver, the one and 
only Mr. Denis Hodge, 
said, “That’s everybody 
right?” Mrs. McCord 
starting taking a head 
count, and said, “No, 
we’re one short.” About 
that time, poor Seth Kirk 
is running down the 
street waving his arms 
with a milkshake in his 
hand. We all rolled down 
our windows and shout-
ed, “SETH!” Poor thing 
thought we were going to 
leave him in Paducah all 
alone with no way back. 
But then again came the 
silver lining… at least he 
still had some milkshake 
left to drink. 

And of course, my-
self, along with Leslea 
Barnes, and a few other 
students are forbidden 
to talk about our won-

derful roadside adven-
tures during the 4-H 
ski trip. 

It’s small moments 
like these that give us 
a more positive out-
look on life. Thank you 
to all of the teachers, 
custodians, office staff, 
administration, and 
family that have helped 
us get through our ed-
ucational journey. And 
lastly, to the class of 
2020, the next steps in 
our journey are not go-
ing to be easy, and it’s 
going to be easier than 
ever to let our failures 
get the best of us. Just 
remember to always 
have a positive outlook 
on life, and never for-
get to look for the silver 
linings during difficult 
times. 

I would like to invite 
Lauren Gilchrist to the 
stage.

Ashley Dunkerson

In order to grow as a 
person, you need to set 
goals, and when you 
reach those goals set 
new ones. They could 
be as simple as recon-
necting with an old 
friend, or as big as get-
ting a doctoral degree. 
However big or small 
your goal may be, if it is 
important to you, go for 
it! Stepping out of your 
comfort zone may be 
scary, but once you do, 
you will thank yourself 

later. You may miss out 
on a big opportunity if 
you let yourself get in 
the way. I, myself, al-
most missed out on the 
biggest opportunity be-
cause of my fear of be-
ing rejected. Although I 
was scared, I would’ve 
been more disappoint-
ed in myself if I hadn’t 
taken that leap of faith. 
Taking that step, which 
was simply sending an 
email to a coach, put 
me in the best posi-
tion I could possibly be 
in. If I had listened to 

my self-doubt and sec-
ond-guessed my abil-
ities, I wouldn’t be in 
the position I am cur-
rently. Now, I’ll be play-
ing the sport I love at 
the college I had always 
dreamed to play for. You 
see, getting past the 

fear of failure helps you 
do things you’ve always 
wanted to do. Meeting 
your goals also brings 
happiness and content-
ment into your life. And 
isn’t happiness the key 
to life? I think so. I hope 
what you take away 

from this, is that the 
difference between suc-
cess and defeat is being 
brave enough to fail. I 
could’ve given in to the 
fear, and wouldn’t be 
where I am now. What I 
want you all to do after 
listening to me today, is 
look at fear in the face 
and tell it that it doesn’t 
scare you anymore. 
That what you want 
to accomplish is way 
more important than 
to sit back and watch 
the opportunities go 
by. I want to thank all 

the teachers, coaches, 
and friends that have 
helped me these past 
four years to get me 
here today speaking to 
my fellow graduates. 
Also my family who has 
selflessly supported all 
my goals, and did what-
ever they could to help 
me reach them. Now, to 
my friends and the of-
ficial winners of Senior 
Skip Day, go out there 
and change the world!  
I would like to intro-
duce Kyron Hicks to the 
stage.

Lauren Gilchrist
Lauren GILCHRIST
Daughter of Jim and Alison Gilchrist
Plans to attend Murray State University
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2020 commencement address
CHRIS COOK
Chairman, Crittenden
County Board of Education

Good Evening, Class 
of 2020.

Reflecting on the last 
18 years, your lifetime, 
I have had the privilege 
of knowing many of you, 
since you were born.  I 
have been blessed to 
have gone to school 
with many of your par-

ents, aunts and uncles; 
to know your grandpar-
ents; to work or have 
worked with your par-
ents, aunts and uncles 
and even a member 
of your class, Shelby 
Brown; to be your next 
door neighbor, Lauren 
Gilchrist, and to go to 
church with you and 
your families.  I have 
been proud to see many 

of you achieve at the 
local, district, regional, 
state and national lev-
els.  Members of your 
Class have represent-
ed our school district 
and community well 
such as Lily Berry at 
the Gatton Academy 
for Mathematics and 
Science; Ben Shirley at 
the Kentucky School 
for the Deaf; Hannah 

Bell, Shelby Brown, 
Kirsten DeBoe and El-
lie McGowan at the 
Kentucky Governor’s 
Scholars Program and 
Michael Kirk and Jor-
dan Urbanowski having 
earned the rank of Ea-
gle Scout.  Several have 
been elected to regional 
and state offices of na-
tional student organi-
zations such as 4-H, 

Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of 
America, Future Busi-
ness Leaders of Ameri-
ca and FFA.  Many have 
earned district, region-
al, state and national 
awards academically, 
co-curricularly, extra-
curricularly and ath-
letically…individually 
and as teams.  You, the 
Class of 2020, are cer-

tainly an amazingly de-
termined, focused, gift-
ed and talented group 
of young adults.

When I think about 
your class, two words 
immediately come to 
mind…trailblazers and 
world-changers.  In 
other words, members 
of your class have made 

Continued on page 12



Two months ago, I 
had a slip of the tongue 
that I thought would 
cost me my future. 
No, I didn’t say a word 
I wasn’t supposed to, 
nor did I use a term 
incorrectly. Moreover, I 
accidentally combined 
two words to create a 
word unknown to the 
English dictionary. I 
thought that this word 
was the end all, be all 
for my future, and I’ll 
tell you why. I was in 

an interview for some-
thing that I had worked 
towards my entire life; 
an interview that would 
shape the entire trajec-
tory of my future en-
deavors. I got nervous, 
and whenever I get ner-
vous, I start to speed 
up and all of my words 
start to jumble togeth-
er. That’s where sucx-
el was born. Sucxel is 
the combination of the 
words success and ex-
cel. That was the mis-
take that stopped me 
short of my goal. Or at 
least I thought it was. 

However, I now realize 
that it was the exact 
term I was supposed 
to stumble upon. When 
I think of the Class of 
2020, I cannot think of 
a term that describes 
us better than sucxel. 
In life, many people use 

the terms succeed and 
excel interchangeably, 
however, when speak-
ing about this group 
of students, the terms 
cannot stand alone, but 
must become stronger 
as one. Sucxel is a term 
meaning that a per-

son doesn’t stop at one 
achievement, but is a 
word that allows one to 
face adversity and em-
brace victory through-
out the entirety of one’s 
life. No matter where 
you go, whether it be 
college, military, trade, 
or workforce remember 
that you have the po-
tential and the capabil-
ity to succeed in every-
thing you do and excel 
in all aspects of life. 
Don’t settle and refuse 
to let fear overcome 
you. Break boundaries. 
Dream big. Work hard. 

Inspire, Grow, Devel-
op, Achieve, Create. 
And Thrive. Crittenden 
County Class of 2020, 
no challenge or diffi-
culty has ever been too 
large for us to face. We 
all have experienced 
moments of sucxel that 
we just didn’t quite 
recognize as such. Fel-
low classmates, wher-
ever this life may take 
you, I encourage you 
to always sucxel. For 
our final valedictorian 
speech, last, but cer-
tainly not least, I wel-
come Tanner Way. 
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2020 valedictorians share memories
Kyron HICKS 
Daughter of Curtis and Heidi Hicks
Plans to attend Western Kentucky University

Good afternoon family 
and friends of the class 
of 2020. I would just 
like to say thank you 
for all your support for 
the past several years. 
We would not be where 
we are today without all 
you have done for us. 
The class of 2020 has a 
truly special place in my 
heart. I couldn’t have 
handpicked a better 
group of people to spend 
the past 12 years of my 
life. Our class is full of 
some of the best people 
I have ever met. I want 
to publicly say person-
al thank yous to a few 
of my fellow classmates 
who have really made 
an impact on my life. 
Ashleigh Dunkerson. 
thank you for just hav-
ing the kindest, sweet-

est, and purest soul. 
Jaycie Driver, thank you 
being so goofy, weird, 
funny and just Jaycie. 
I love you so much and 
I can’t wait to see what 
we can conquer together 
at WKU.  Kyonna Ross, 
thank you for being one 
of the sweetest, caring 
and supportive people I 
have ever met, you are 
so beautiful inside and 
out. Ashton Binkley, 
thank you for being a 
ray of sunshine to ev-
eryone around you. Ev-
ery time I am around 
you, you never fail to 
make me smile and 
laugh so much and that 
means more than you 
could ever know. Shel-
by Cooper, thank you 
for always looking out 
for me. You are one of 
the strongest people I 
have ever met. You have 
always wanted what is 

best for me. You always 
make sure I have known 
my worth and I can nev-
er thank you enough 
for that. Lynzee Lynn, 
now for those of you all 
who don’t know Lynzee 
Lynn, she is one of the 
absolute best people 
you will ever meet. And 
I mean that with all of 
my heart. She cares so 
much for other people 
and she is one of the 
best friends anyone 
could ever have. She is 
there for absolutely any-
one that needs it. Any-
time I have been upset, 
it didn’t matter where I 

was or what she was do-
ing at the time Lynzee 
Lynn would be there in 
under five minutes with 
a grape soda and KitKat 
in hand trying to make 
everything better. She 
so funny, kind, unpre-
dictable, and just amaz-
ing. I do not know what 
I would have done with-
out her. And like I have 
told her many times, 
everyone truly needs 
a Lynzee Lynn in their 
life. Hannah Bell, we 
have been best friends 
throughout all of high 
school. For those of you 
all who don’t know Han-

nah she is one of the 
most driven, hardwork-
ing, and ambitious peo-
ple I have ever met. This 
girl never settles and I 
mean never. Hannah 
I truly wish I just had 
half of the ambition and 
determination that you 
do. You are going to go 
do big things and I hon-
estly mean that. Going 
through high school 
together we have both 
grown and changed so 
much but have always 
had each other by our 
sides. And I am so, so 
grateful for that. I know 
you didn’t have siblings 
growing up, but I just al-
ways want you to know 
that you have a sister in 
me and if you ever need 
anything I will always 
just be a phone call or 
text away. You have all 
been such blessings to 
me and I cannot say 

thank you to all of you 
enough. I wanted to say 
these personal thank-
yous to show every-
one how wonderful the 
class of 2020 really is. 
The class of 2020 is full 
of some of the brightest 
minds, purest hearts, 
and sweetest souls. The 
people I mentioned are 
just a few members of 
the class of 2020. But 
I can truly say each 
and every member of 
this class has had an 
impact on me, and I 
know there are count-
less more thanks in 
order. You are all won-
derful people and I 
wish you all the best in 
your future endeavors. 
Thank you all for some 
of the years of my life. 
I love you guys. Thank 
you.  Now I would like 
welcome Ellie McGowan 
to the stage.

Kryon Hicks

Ellie McGowan
Ellie MCGOWAN 
Daughter of Mollie McGowan
Plans to attend Murray State University

Tanner WAY 
Daughter of Nathan and Angie Way
Plans to attend Southern Illinois College

Toddlers’ attention 
spans, we all would like-
ly agree, aren’t long. In 
fact, they’re downright 
short. As a little boy, I 
was no different. But 
even then, there was 
one thing that held my 
attention. One thing 
that captivated me, 
mesmerized me, and left 
me awe-struck, star-
ing wide-eyed up into 
the clouds:   FLYING. 
Whether it was watch-
ing a bird soar through 
the air, pulling feverish-
ly on the strings of a kite 
to keep it aloft, or hear-
ing the roar of a jet over-
head, there was some-
thing about the notion 
of flying that struck me 
at an early age and nev-
er let go.

It won’t surprise you, 
then, when I equate my 
school experience with 
flight. The proverbial 
“pushing the baby bird 
out of the nest” met-
aphor first happened 
when my parents took 
me to Pre-school on the 
first day. The teachers 
literally had to pry my 
body from my mom. 
Suddenly, I felt alone, 
inadequate, and un-
comfortable. It wasn’t 
long, though, before I 
found myself flapping 
my wings, eager to try 
any and everything my 
teachers presented. A 
new world opened up to 
me, and I craved knowl-
edge. From learning 
to multiply to finding 
the theme in a story to 
dressing up as a char-
acter in history, I was 
gliding through grade 

school and soaking up 
every moment.

Then...uncharted ter-
rority:   Middle school. 
Awkward years? Of 
course, but that’s what 
made them great. It 
was a time for all of us 
to “take off” and dis-
cover our individual 
strengths. It was then 
that I discovered not 
only did I have the skills 
and know how for pub-
lic speaking, video pro-
duction and editing, 
and all things business, 
but also...I loved doing 
them! From STLP proj-

ects to award ceremo-
nies, and everything in 
between. Middle school 
was a time for our self 
confidence to grow and 
our drive for success 
gained altitude.

High School. The cur-
rent leg on a journey 
that began 13 years ago. 
It was here, at Critten-
den County High School, 
that I found my vision 
and focused on the flight 
plan in front of me. And 
like the actual pilot I am 
becoming, all the years 
of training, from Pre-
School until senior year, 

has brought all of us to 
this point in time, where 
we stand together, ready 
to soar. Of course, there 
were obstacles, delays, 
and as we can all relate 
to recently...CANCELLA-
TIONS. But, as in avia-
tion, those things are in-
evitable, and instead of 
hindering us, they force 
us to think critically, to 
evaluate, and to press 
on. 

I’ve held several ti-
tles here at Crittenden 
County High School. 
Beta President, Stu-
dent Council Secretary, 
slacker, class skipper, 
but my favorite out of 
all is Friend. I hope I’ve 
made some sort of pos-
itive impact on all of 
your lives. We’ve really 
been put through the 
wringer all our lives. We 
were born into the post 

9/11 era, Facebook 
started in 04, we went 
through the stock mar-
ket crash of 08, the ice 
storm of 09, snapchat 
in 11, and mass shoot-
ings became common. 
The point of all this is to 
say we’ve been resilient; 
we’ve adapted to this ev-
er-changing world. And 
we’ve excelled.

Flying takes focus, 
perseverance, clari-
ty, and resilience. The 
same is true in life. And 
if we yield to fear-if we 
never get our feet off 
the ground-the breath-
taking views we may be 
missing are, well, only 
possibilities and never 
realities. We’re learning 
to fly. 

I want every single 
one of you to know I love 
and miss you and I’ll see 
you soon.

Tanner Way

Ashton Brinkley 
waves as she pass-
es people stand-
ing by during the 
senior graduation 
parade that was 
held on Friday, May 
22.
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    CCHS GRADUATION

2020 salutatorian address
Fellow classmates, 

although this isn’t how 
we ex-
pected to 
end our 
s e n i o r 
year, here 
we are. 
This isn’t 
the expe-
rience we 
though t 
we would 

have, but it is definitely 
one we will remember. 
Tonight, we close this 
chapter of our lives in 
a creative yet unusu-
al manner. None of us 
imagined that we would 
not be able to stand next 
to each as we throw our 
caps at the end of the 
night. After tonight, the 
people we grew up with 
will no longer be right 
down the road. Going to 
see them will be a road 

trip. There will no lon-
ger be any late-night ice 
cream runs, no more 
screaming at the top of 
our lungs while watch-
ing the fireworks on 
Friday nights, and we 
can’t forget Mrs. Kathy 
yelling at us to book 
it at 7:55 every morn-
ing. Each day seemed 
so long but when you 
look back, they went by 
so fast. Enjoy the little 
time you have left in 

your hometown with all 
of your best friends be-
cause soon it will all be-
come one big memory. 

Everyone’s hard work 
and perseverance has 
finally paid off and 
these are our final 
moments together as 
Crittenden County stu-
dents. Be bold, be cou-
rageous, and most im-
portantly be your best. 
Thank you and have a 
nice night.

Jaylin Blackburn

Blackburn
SALUTATORIAN

Crittenden County 
Valedictorian Ellie Mc-
Gowan has earned the 
prestigious honor of be-
ing a Presidential Fellow 
at Murray State Univer-
sity. 

T h i s 
has been 
a long 
term goal 
of mine 
and I am 
very ex-
cited to 
see what 
is ahead 
in my jour-
ney,” McGowan said. 

McGowan participat-
ed in an extensive ap-
plication process for 
incoming freshmen, 
120 of which competed 

through the initial ap-
plication, resume essay 
and group interview. 
She was among the top 
30 and later was named 
one of 18 Presidential 
Fellows.

She will begin in the 
Murray State University 
Honors College this fall 
and participate during 
various research proj-
ects while attending col-
lege.

“Out of all of this, I 
concluded one thing. 
Dream big and pray big-
ger,”  McGowan said. 
She is the daughter of 
Mollie Tabor of Fredonia 
and the granddaughter 
of Elbert and Linda Ben-
nett, also of Fredonia.

Valedictorian McGowan 
earns prestigious honor

McGowan

Saundra Winn 
Smith, earned her 
juris doctorate from 
Southern Illinois Uni-
versity School of Law 
this month. Smith, the 
daughter of the late 
Kenneth and Dottie 
Winn, is married and is 
a graduate of Lindsey 
Wilson College where 
she received a bache-
lor’s degree in commu-
nications. 

For the past five 
years, she has resid-

ed in St. 
Louis but 
s p e n t 
most of 
her week 
d a y s 
in Car-
bondale 
a t t e n d -
ing law 
school. 

She recently accept-
ed a position as house 
counsel with True Manu-
facturing, where she has 
worked as a legal intern.

Smith

Smith earns Juris Doctorite 
from SIU School of Law

Erik O’Leary walks away with his diploma on 
Friday during a drive-through graduation.
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Class of 2020 grads take unique experiences with them
GATTON ACADEMY

CCHS graduate Lily 
Berry will participate in 
her second commence-
ment of the season on 
Sunday, Aug. 9 when 
she is honored by the 
Gatton Academy at 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity.

The Gatton Academy 
of Mathematics and 
Science in Kentucky is 
a residential two-year 
STEM program for gift-
ed and talented juniors 
and seniors.  Estab-
lished in 2007, stu-
dents at Gatton Acad-
emy enroll as juniors 
and are full-time WKU 
students pursuing their 
interests in advanced 
science, technology, 
engineering and math-
ematical careers.

Berry spent her ju-
nior and senior years of 

high school on the WKU 
campus, earring two 
years of college credit 
while also completing 
her high school career.

Berry, the 17-year-
old daughter of Jason 
and Randa Berry of 
Marion, will begin her 
junior year at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky this 
fall. CCHS graduate 
Lilly Berry will partici-
pate in her second com-
mencement of the sea-
son on Sunday, Aug. 9 
when she is honored by 
the Gatton Academy at 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity.

The Gatton Academy 
of Mathematics and 
Science in Kentucky is 
a residential two-year 
STEM program for gift-
ed and talented juniors 
and seniors.  Estab-
lished in 2007, stu-

dents at Gatton Acad-
emy enroll as juniors 
and are full-time WKU 
students pursuing their 
interests in advanced 
science, technology, 
engineering and math-
ematical careers.

Berry spent her ju-
nior and senior years of 
high school on the WKU 
campus, earring two 
years of college credit 
while also completing 
her high school career.
Berry, the 17-year-old 
daughter of Jason and 
Randa Berry of Mari-
on, will begin her junior 
year at the University of 
Kentucky this fall. 

SENIOR ACADEMY
Ten CCHS seniors 

participated in the Se-
nior Academy Program 
at Madisonville Com-
munity College. This 

was the second year 
CCHS sent students 
to the program, which 
enrolls exceptionally 
minded high school se-
niors full-time at Mad-
isonville Community 
College, granting stu-
dents a jump start to on 
a college degree. 

Participating this 
year were seniors Han-
nah Bell, Shelby Coo-
per, Kirsten DeBoe, 
Jaycie Driver, Ashleigh 
Dunkerson, Jagger 
Hayes, Skyler James 
and Ellie Smith. 

Each student earned 
a handful of college 
credits, but one stu-
dent completed enough 
classes to earn an as-
sociate’s degree. Ellie 
Smith graduated from 
CCHS Friday but a 
week prior graduated 
from Madisonville Com-
munity College with an 

associate’s of science in 
biology. 

SMITH ASSOCIATE’S
Smith is the first Crit-

tenden County High 
School student to grad-
uate high school with 
an associate’s degree. 
Through summer class-
es, dual-credit courses 
and Senior Academy, 
Smith completed over 
60 credit hours in a 
two-year span. She also 
was a member of the 
CCHS volleyball and 
softball teams.

“I can say that it is 
one of the best deci-
sions I have made in my 
academic career; how-
ever, it was extremely 
challenging and time 
consuming,” Smith 
said.

Smith will enter col-
lege this fall as a junior. 
She plans to complete 

her bachelor’s degree at 
Murray State Universi-
ty. 

MCGOWAN PROGRAM
Senior Ellie Mc-

Gowan was the first to 
participate in a unique 
self-guided program at 
CCHS. McGowan pilot-
ed the Senior Directed 
Experience Program 
developed to allow stu-
dents the opportunity 
to experience real-life 
learning and work ex-
periences instead of 
a classroom environ-
ment. 

McGowan spent her 
senior year taking on-
line dual-credit cours-
es and spent her day 
learning about agricul-
ture and communica-
tions through working 
at the Kentucky Soy-
bean Association and 
The Crittenden Press.

other words, members 
of your class have made 
a way, where there was 
no way before.  For ex-
ample, Shelby Cooper 
is a talented swimmer, 
but Crittenden Coun-
ty High School did not 
have a swimming pro-
gram.  So she found 
a neighboring district 
that did, secured ap-
proval from both dis-
tricts and was able to 
train and compete with 
them, while continu-
ing to represent Crit-
tenden County.  Ellie 
McGowan has set lofty, 
but attainable goals for 
herself including be-
ing a national officer 
of the Future Farm-
ers of America.  Her 
options for her senior 
year did not provide 
the opportunities to 

move closer to some of 
her goals, so she devel-
oped a plan, present-
ed it to the leadership 
at our high school and 
embarked on her own 
uniquely designed se-
nior schedule.  And 
even when you have 
not blazed a new trail, 
you have widen a fresh 
trail, such as with our 
Senior Academy.  Last 
year, Sawyer Towery, 
spent most of his se-
nior year attending 
classes on the campus 
of Madisonville Com-
munity College earning 
high school and col-
lege credits simultane-
ously.  This year, eight 
members of your class 
widened that trail by 
taking Senior Academy 
from a pilot program to 
a sustainable, viable 

option for seniors going 
forward.  We are the 
sum of our experienc-
es.  So I look forward to 
the future and seeing 
how each of you build 
on your experiences to 
blaze and widen new 
trails that change our 
world.

There is a quote that 
I think is so appro-
priate for commence-
ment addresses and 
serves as an ongoing 
challenge to we as 
adults…“There are only 

two lasting gifts that 
we can hope to give 
our children…one is 
roots and the other is 
wings.”  Looking back 
over the last 18 years, 
we have hopefully giv-
en each of you roots 
such as a sense of be-
longing and self-worth 
as well as solid values 
to guide your journey 
and safe opportunities 
to test your wings for 
the flight ahead.  In 
fact, some of you like 
Tanner Way have test-

ed your wings by liter-
ally flying an airplane.  
So as we prepare to 
give you your wings to-
night, I challenge each 
of you to give your life 
to something larger 
than yourself, whether 
it is in your home with 
your family or around 
the globe or some-
where in between.  But 
make your life count…
make a difference in 
your sphere of influ-
ence…daily live a life 
of impact that leaves 

a legacy.   And as Wes 
Moore shares in his 
book, “The choices we 
make about the lives 
we live determine the 
kinds of legacies we 
leave.” “When it is time 
for you to leave this 
earth, you make sure 
you have worked hard 
to make sure it mat-
tered you were even 
here.”  Class of 2020, 
you have earned your 
wings, use them wisely 
to make your mark on 
this world.

    Cook, continued from page 9



Best wishes 
to the 

class of 2020!

www.efirstunitedbank.com

Go confidently in the  
direction of your dreams. 

Live the life you have imagined.

G Henry David Thoreau H
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Berea College: Kyonna 
Ross - Carter G. Wood-
son Legacy Scholar 
Award
Campbellsville Uni-
versity: Shelby Cooper 
- Academic Scholar-
ship, Swim Scholar-
ship, Baptist Leader-
ship Award, Woodmen 
Scholarship; Lukas 
Graham - Academic 
Scholarship
Madisonville Commu-
nity College: Autumn 
Derby - Crittenden 
County Endowment for 
Excellence, Bonita & 
James Hatfield Schol-
arship, & Roger and 
Randa Simpson Schol-
arship
Midway University: 
Gavin Davidson - Track 
& Field Scholarship 
and Academic Schol-
arship
Mississippi State Uni-
versity: Skyler James 
- Freshman Academic 
Excellence Scholarship 
& Non-Resident Tuition 
Scholarship
Murray State Univer-
sity: Ashleigh Dunker-
son - Paul E. & Jean 
Reeves Porter Memorial 
Scholarship, University 
Scholarship, Farmers 
Bank/Crittenden Co. 
Scholarship;  Lauren 
Gilchrist - Carr Schol-
arship, Farmers Bank/
Crittenden Co Scholar-
ship;  Thomas Phillips 
- Department of Music 
Scholarship, Provost’s 
Music Housing Schol-
arship, Rhoads Schol-
ars Scholarship;   Ellie 
McGowan - Presiden-
tial Fellowship;   Trey 
Phillips - Deans Schol-
arship;   Ellie Smith 
- Carr Scholarship & 
Rhoad Scholars Schol-
arship
Southern Illinois Uni-
versity: Tanner Way - 
Dean’s Scholarship
Univeristy of Ken-
tucky, Hannah Bell 
- Provost ;   Lily Berry 
- Presidential Scholar-
ship;    Jagger Hayes 
- Povost
West Kentucky Com-
munity & Technical 
College: Shelby Brown 
- Academic Scholar-

ship;   Jaimie Burt - 
Academic Scholarship
Western Kentucky 
University: Doug Con-
ger - Academic Merit 
Scholarship;    Jacie 
Driver - Academic Merit 
Scholarhsip;   Kirsten 
DeBoe - Academic Mer-
it Scholarship & Gov-
ernor’s Scholar Award;   
Kyron Hicks - Academ-
ic Merit Scholarship;   
Jenna Potter - Academ-
ic Merit Scholarship
Fohs Hall Communi-
ty Arts Foundation 
Scholarship: Tanner 
Way
Fohs Hall Inc. Schol-
arship: Tanner Way & 
Alaina Cowsert
AmeriCorps Segal Ed-
ucation Scholarship: 
Tanner Way
Kentucky Outstand-
ing Ag Athlete Schol-
arship, Ellie McGowan
Woodman of The 
World Focus Forward 
Scholarship: Ellie Mc-
Gowan
Fredonia Lions Club, 
Ellie McGowan
Caldwell/Lyon Cat-
tlemen Association 
Scholarship: Ellie 
McGowan
Fredonia Academic 
Scholarship: Ellie Mc-
Gowan
2020 Distinguished 
Young Women of 
Crittenden County: 
Hannah Bell, Ellie Mc-
Gowan, & Kyron Hicks
Distinguished Young 
Women Interview 
Award: Ellie McGowan
Distinguished Young 
Women Self-Expres-
sion Award: Ellie 
McGowan
Distinguished Young 
Women Scholastics 
Award: Hannah Bell
Distinguished Young 
Women Talent Award: 
Morgan Barnes
Distinguished Young 
Women Fitness 
Award: Jaylin Black-
burn
Distinguished Young 
Women Spirit Award: 
Kyron Hicks
Jake Hodge Memori-
al Scholarship: Ellie 
Smith, Ellie McGowan, 
Hannah Bell, Kirsten 

DeBoe, Shelby Brown, 
Emmie Smith, Jenna 
Potter, Morgan Barnes, 
Tanner Way, Lau-
ren Gilchrist, Harley 
Wesley, Jaycie Driver, 
Ashleigh Dunkerson, 
Alaina Cowsert, & Josie 
Tapp
Salem KY Garden 
Club Scholarship: 
Hunter Jones, Anzie 
Gobin, Harley Wesley
CHS Charlotte Fowler 
Memorial Scholar-
ship: Kirsten DeBoe
James M. Hawkins 
MD Scholarship: Han-
nah Bell
Crittenden Co. Re-
tired Teachers Schol-
arship: Ashton Binkley
Woman’s Club of 
Marion Scholarship, 
Kyonna Ross
Woman’s Club of 
Marion Outstanding 
English Award: Han-
nah Bell
Crittenden Co. Nan-
cy Hunt Extension 
Homemaker Scholar-
ship: Kirsten DeBoe
Democrats for Kids 
Scholarship, Harley 
Wesley
Paul E. Mick Me-
morial Scholarship: 
Ellie McGowan & Ellie 
Smith
Crittenden Health 
Systems Auxiliary 
Scholarship: Alaina 
Cowsert
Crittenden Co. Edu-
cation Assoc. Scholar-
ship: Jagger Hayes
Hamilton Cochran 
Memorial Scholar-
ship: Hunter Jones
Nellie Stone Hamilton 
Memorial Scholar-
ship: Ashton Binkley
Paul F. Riley Memori-
al Scholarship: Shelby 
Brown
Marion Eye Care Cen-
ter Scholarship: Josie 
Tapp
Raymond & Agnes 
Easley Scholarship: 
Kyonna Ross
Greg “Dozer” Belt Me-
morial Scholarship: 
Hunter Jones
American Private 
Enterprise KY Youth 
Seminar Scholarship: 
Kyron Hicks, Jag-
ger Hayes, & Morgan 

Barnes 
FFA Alumni Scholar-
ship: Morgan Barnes, 
Cortne Curnel, & Ellie 
McGowan
Horatio Alger Scholar-
ship: Tanner Way
Crittenden County 
Farm Bureau Schol-
arship: Kyron Hicks, 
Ellie McGowan, Cortne 
Curnel, & Lauren 
Gilchrist
American Legion 
Fund. Scholarship: 
Harley Wesley
American Legion Bur-
na Post 217 Scholar-
ship: Shelby Brown
Gareth W. Hardin Me-
morial Scholarship, 
Shelby Brown
Rosemary Pace Re-
gion 2 FCCLA Schol-
arship: Jenna Potter

Scholarship awards
Amelia Jean Gilley of Marion grad-
uated Summa Cum Laude May 8 
from the University of Kentucky 
College of Pharmacy. She obtained 
her Doctorate in Pharmacy after 
completing undergraduate studies 
at Western Kentucky Community 
and Technical College.

Gilley graduates from 
UK College of Pharmacy

Gilley

Senior Thomas Phillips accepts his diploma in 
front of CCHS.
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Good morning Rocket 
Staff and Community!

As we conclude what 
traditionally is an ex-
citing graduation week 
for our seniors, we do 
so this year quite dif-
ferently, but with the 
same Rocket pride that 
we feel each year an-
other class accomplish-
es such an outstanding 
feat. 

As we say goodbye 
to the Class of 2020, 
there is much chat-
ter from the Kentucky 
Department of Educa-
tion and the Centers 
for Disease Control re-
garding what the start 
of school may look like. 
Understandably, there 
is much concern about 
the guidelines current-
ly being shared, but I 

want to encourage ev-
eryone to not panic and 
rest assured that while 
we don’t know exact-
ly what changes may 
be required, one thing 
will remain the same 
in Crittenden County 
Schools:  our students 
will be loved, nur-
tured, and instructed 
by teachers and staff 
whose care and com-
mitment to them is un-
matched. 

We truly believe that 
over the coming weeks, 
the guidelines being 
shared and guidance 
from the governor’s 
office will continue to 
evolve. We are hopeful 
to start school Aug. 12, 
as originally planned 
by our calendar com-
mittee and approved by 

our Board of Education 
last December. We do, 
however, have the op-
tion to delay the start 
of school if it is not safe 
to bring all students 
on campus. Therefore, 
we will have a plan to 
start as late as Sept. 
8, after Labor Day, if 
necessary. Our goal is 
to return all students 
back to school, but 
if circumstances and 
conditions warrant, we 
will be prepared to im-
plement an alternating, 
hybrid/staggered plan 
where 50 percent of our 
students are here on 
Mondays and Wednes-
days, and the other 
half come to campus on 
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Additionally, we 
would have an option 

for health-compro-
mised students to learn 
from home through a 
synchronous virtual 
plan. We also are await-
ing more guidance on 
bus and transportation 
rules, as well as guid-
ance on masks. We do 
recognize constraints of 
wearing masks for an 
entire school day, and 
we continue to closely 
monitor that guidance 
weekly. 

The key in moving 
forward is safety and 
flexibility, so we appre-
ciate your patience and 
trust, as we collaborate 
with area districts and 
leaders while exploring 

the best options for us 
to safely open school. 
Rest assured, we want 
our students back, 
where they can learn, 
eat nutritious meals, 
and receive emotional 
and social support in a 
safe environment.

In closing, we plan to 
survey all of our fam-
ilies about opening 
school in the fall, so we 
can prepare in-person 
and virtual learning op-
portunities. This sur-
vey will be shared this 
week and remain open 
through June 8. We will 
plan a second survey 
in July to finalize our 
back-to-school plan. 

Your input is valuable 
to us in moving for-
ward, so it is important 
that we get accurate in-
formation about your 
plan to send your stu-
dents back to school.

I know these are chal-
lenging times for every-
one, and we appreciate 
your patience with us 
as we make informed 
decisions. Our stu-
dents’ health and safety 
always will remain our 
top priority, and we are 
committed to their suc-
cess.

Superintendent Vince 
Clark

Next school year being planned

Parade of graduates
CCHS grads Alaina Cowsert (left) and Madison Johnson wait their turn to 
drive up to the graduation platform to receive diplomas during an atypical 
commencement ceremony Friday. A senior parade and drive-by event in 
front of the high school were planned as a result of COVID-19 restricting 
the normal large graduation ceremonies inside Rocket Arena.
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The Salem Garden 
Club’s annual auction 
for its 2020 Scholar-
ship Fund helped raise 
money for scholar-
ships for three individ-
uals.  

Thanks to Salem 
Garden Club Member 
Shannon Peek Baize 
and her employer, In-
dependent Stave Co., 
who matched funding  
raised during a recent 
online auction.   

Garden Club pres-
ident Janet Hughes 
said the club awarded 
$2,700 in scholarships 
this year to Crittenden 
and  Livingston Cen-
tral graduates. 

Recipients and 
their awards are: 
Hunter Jones CCHS, 
$1,000; Harley Wesley 
CCHS $500; Anzie 
Gobin CCHS, $500; 
and Sheyenne Stytz 
LCHS, $700.  

Garden club awards 
senior scholarships

Thank you lunch 
Tom Potter (center) coordinated efforts last Friday to thank healthcare workers and Crittenden County 
School employees for their dedication to the community during the COVID-19 pandemic. Potter, the 
local State Farm insurance agent, received a grant from his home office to provide a meal for local 
essential workers. Assisting Potter as they deliver lunch to Crittenden County Health and Rehab are 
(from left) Dale Willingham and Todd Riley. Receiving the delivery is employee Victoria Long. 

With summer 
break upon us, the 
term “summer slide,” 
may leave some envi-
sioning playgrounds 
and water parks, but 
in the education 
realm, summer slide 
refers to the decline in 
reading, math and 
other academic skills 
that can occur over 
the summer months. 
This year, more than 
ever, Crittenden 
County schools are 
working to reverse this 
trend.   

“We’ve always 
known that summer 
learning is important,” 
said Tonya Driver, as-
sistant superintend-
ent, “but with the 
shortened in-person 
school year due to 
COVID-19, we are 
especially thoughtful 
this year in partnering 
with parents to help 
students grow.” 

The Kentucky De-
partment of Education 
has launched a series 
of Summer Support 
Web pages in partner-
ship with The Chil-
dren’s Reading 
Foundation and the 
Summer Food Service 
Program that contain 
learning resources for 
both literacy and 
mathematics. The on-
line support pages will 
feature a virtual read-
aloud series that will 
allow children to listen 
to stories read by 
guests. 

The Summer Food 

Service Program will 
integrate activities for 
the district’s youngest 
learners. Food Serv-
ices Director Emily 
Wheeler explained 
that beginning June 1, 
math or reading re-
sources for elemen-
tary-aged students 
will be provided along 
with hot meals to ev-
eryone who goes 
through the CCES 
drive thru, from 11 
a.m to 12 p.m., each 
Monday in June while 
supplies last.  

Driver said district 
leaders are planning 
intervention programs  
during summer and at 
the start of the 2020-
2021 school year.   

“We are confident 
that in these unprece-
dented times, we will 
hold firm to our goal of 
helping students 
learn,” said Driver. 
“Our Rocket educators 
are focused on helping 
all of our students 
grow and succeed, 
and we will continue 
to do whatever it takes 
to get there.” 

 

Summer resources 
ready for students

n Parents can visit 
https://education.ky.
gov/curriculum/con-
pro/Pages/summer
_support_literacy_r
esources.aspx to 
find information and 
resources to en-
courage making 
learning a part of 
daily summer rou-
tines.

News all day, every day.... 
www.the-press.com

Gobin Jones Wesley Stylz



LOCATE
Continued from page 1
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom. Their mission
will be to develop the
best, most practical,
cost-effective place for
local leaders. If it chooses
to stay put in the new
courthouse, that comes
with a $3 million price
tag that the county judge
says would have to come
from new revenue, which
means from taxpayers.
Additionally, if the
county wants to stay in
the proposed new judicial
center, it will still need
temporary quarters dur-
ing demolition and con-
struction, which could
take several months. 
It could also be a few

months to two years be-
fore a move is necessary.

The funding for new con-
struction is tied to some
other financial bench-
marks in the state judi-
cial system so it could be
a year or two before the
work begins. However,
Judge Newcom said last
week that he was sur-
prised to see that some-
one – he assumes the
state’s Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts – or-
dered a utilities
identification around the
courthouse, that’s why
you’ll see tiny marking
flags and lines drawn on
the lawn. That, to him,
indicates some sense of
urgency to find a new
home – whether that be
temporary or permanent. 
While the county has a

lease on the former ar-
mory and will actually re-
ceive title to the property
in about four more years,

it’s not the best location,
tucked away in a residen-
tial area between down-
town and the park. The
price tag is most appeal-
ing, however. It’s likely to
be free. When the Na-
tional Guard left in 2019,
the U.S. Department of
the Army said Crittenden
County could use the
building for the next five
years, at which time a
permanent agreement to
turn it over to the com-
munity could be negoti-
ated. 
The Marion-Ed Center

is perhaps the second
most convenient location
for county offices. The
building is about 20
years old. It was largely
built with federal and
state funding. An anony-
mous, local benefactor
provided about $200,000
toward the initial con-

struction project. The
City of Marion is deed
holder to the property
and during a council
meeting late last week
there was brief discus-
sion about whether it
would be willing to nego-
tiate the sale of the cen-
ter to the county.
Crittenden County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration (CCEDC) is
headquartered there, and
City Administrator Adam
Ledford said the eco-
nomic development
group believes it has a
stake in the property and
would expect to be com-
pensated if it’s indeed
sold to the county.
The fourth location is

not actively on the mar-
ket and has not been
identified, but the county
judge described it as
being “right downtown”
when briefly discussing
the county’s options dur-
ing a fiscal court meeting
last week. While there are
a handful of idle store-
fronts around the court
square, a building large
enough to house the en-
tire base of county gov-
ernment would need to
have a great deal of
square footage. One can
stand at the intersection
of Main and Bellville and
see where the largest
buildings are located and
plausibly determine what
the county is considering
with regard to that par-
ticular option. 
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Although there’s some anticipation that local gov-

ernment will receive a portion of the $300 million pan-
demic CARES funding that Kentucky will be doling
out to cities and counties, Marion leaders have pro-
posed austere measures to make sure it doesn’t get
into financial hot water over the next fiscal year.
Marion City Council introduced its 2020-21 budget

during a special meeting last week – the council’s first
gathering since March 16 because of the coronavirus
crisis. The $8 million spending plan is driven by a
more than $5 million sewer system project that has
been in the works for years and is supposed to be

completed in 2021.
City Administrator Adam Ledford told city council

members that frugality will be the theme as Marion
begins to move out from under the COVID crisis. 
“We will hold off on any capital expenses particu-

larly in the first half of the year,” he said. 
Ledford said there is concern about how hard un-

employment and other economic factors will weigh on
city finances. A great portion of the city’s roughly $1.5
million in general fund revenue comes from its payroll
and net profits taxes, almost a third of it. The city has
budgeted general fund expenses of $1,484,784 for
FY21, up from $1,478,770 in FY20.

Sewer makes up bulk of city budget

GRAVES
Continued from page 1
stones and take as many
pictures as I can. I may
take 10 pictures or 50
depending on how much
time I have.”
With the name and

date of death of the dece-
dent, Lundy searches
FindAGrave.com, and if
no photo exists of the
monument, she adds it.
A variety of information

can be found on memo-
rial pages, including indi-
viduals’ dates of birth,
death, names of spouses,
parents, siblings and
children. Many contain
photos of the individuals
as well as obituaries or
occasionally newspaper
articles. Anyone can con-
tribute information to the
site, as well as leave me-
morial messages for
loved ones.
Crittenden County His-

torian Brenda Under-
down, who along with
other volunteers docu-
mented burial informa-
tion in five Crittenden
County cemetery books,
said the website is a
great tool for genealogy
research.

“All of the information
is contributed by private
individuals,” Underdown
said. “When it first got
started, it was more of a
simple thing with the
person’s name and ceme-
tery, but now people are
putting obituaries and
pictures and it just keeps
growing. Some people
have scanned in death
certificates that gives
parents’ names.”
She said local resident

Christine Crowell-Dod-
son did a wonderful job
taking information con-
tained in the Crittenden
County cemetery books
and entering it on FindA-
Grave.com. Dodson has
created 25,000 memori-
als including those in
Livingston, Crittenden
and Union and some in
Caldwell County.

“I got started in 2005
when I decided I would
try to do genealogy for my
family and my husband’s
family and accidentally
ran across this website,”
Dodson said. “Now I’m in
the process going back
through and attach each
one to their parents and
children.”
Underdown has added

complete information
and photographs of her
ancestors, and created a
page and added photos
for the late Julius Fohs
and his son David. She
also added a note to for-
ever memorialize Fohs as
a Marion native.
Billy Fox, owner of

Henry & Henry Monu-
ments, has also found
the website a useful tool.
While a thorough data-

base exists of Mapleview
Cemetery, it can be tricky
to locate monuments in
some cemeteries – espe-
cially when there are
cemeteries of the same
name in other communi-
ties. 
There are times that

his company is asked to
engrave a death date on a
monument out of town,
and he has turned to
FindAGrave.com to find
the monument’s exact lo-
cation.
“It is fun and can be

habit forming,” Under-
down admits. “You can
think your’e going to take
15 minutes and next
thing you know yo’ve
been on there two or
three hours clicking.”

To further provide sup-
port to students, the
Kentucky Cabinet for
Health and Family Serv-
ices (CHFS) has begun
the Pandemic-Electronic
Benefit Transfer (P-EBT)
program. This financial
resource is available for
families with students
who lost access to free or
reduced-price school
meals due to COVID-19. 
P-EBT provides house-

holds with an EBT card
with funds to spend on
food at home for stu-
dents. Because all Crit-
tenden students receive
free meals, they are eligi-
ble for $313.50.
Participation in the

program can take place
in one of three ways. Stu-
dents already receiving
SNAP benefits on an ac-
tive EBT card automati-
cally will receive

additional funds. Stu-
dents who are receiving
Medicaid or KTAP bene-
fits based on income lev-
els below NSLP income
guidelines, or who are in
foster care, will automat-
ically receive a card by
mail.
Any parent of a cur-

rently-enrolled Critten-
den County student can
register for the P-EBT
benefits by completing a
simple, online form at
https://benefind.ky.gov.
You will need a Student
ID (SSID), which can be
found in the Infinite
Campus Parent Portal
and Student Portal di-
rectly under the stu-
dent’s name. Call the
school (270) 965-3525
for assistance. 
Applications will be

open for 30 days, begin-
ning June 1. 

County students can get $313.50 on P-EBT


	CP01color
	CP02color
	CP03color
	CP04color
	CP05
	CP06_BW
	CP07color
	CP08_COLOR
	CP09_COLOR
	CP10_COLOR
	CP11_BW
	CP12_BW
	CP13_COLOR
	CP14_COLOR
	CP15color
	CP16color

